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Both being German powers, Prussia and Austria enjoy sim-
ple and natirfal relations in their mutual influence on the
Germanic Confederation, an influence which is generally de-
sired because it offers a sure guarantee of peace. Everything
points to harmony between the two courts; but this harmony
must be made possible. The Congress must not degenerate
into the sad spectacle of a fight between the two powers which
are the most concerned with establishing peace in Europe.
Germany must become a political entity; the boundaries
between the great intermediate powers must not remain uncer-
tain. The harmony between Austria and Prussia must, in short,
be perfect, in order that the great task may be completed.
It is as a hindrance to that harmony, an insurmountable
obstacle to the pact of federation, that we object to the total
incorporation of Saxony in Prussia, and not at all from the
viewpoint of the latter's aggrandizement. The incorporation
of Saxony offers an obstacle to our concord because the Em-
peror's principles, the strongest of family ties, all our relations
as neighbors are against it. There is also another obstacle, no
less important to the settlement of German affairs, for the
principal German states have expressed their unwillingness to
sign a federative pact on so threatening a foundation to their
safety as would be the incorporation of one of the principal
German states by one of the powers called upon to defend the
common nation. As France has also announced herself cate-
gorically against the total conquest of Saxony, an agreement
between Austria and Prussia to uphold that conquest would
only have the effect of restoring the protectorate of Germany
to France. Therefore, what excuse could the Emperor find to
give his consent to a matter which is so much against his
principles, when it is directly bound up (as indeed it would
be) on the one hand with a consent no less complete on the
part of both our courts to the Russian plans for expansion,
and on the other with a loss of the beneficial influence which
the two powers are called upon to exert over Germany?
The Emperor is firmly convinced that by refusing to con-
sent, under the circumstances, to the incorporation of Saxony,
he is acting as the true and enlightened friend of Prussia,
and not at all as a rival. But the question is to find the com-
plement to the dimensions guaranteed to Prussia by treaty.